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ME  l.If-r.Ol-  THE  REV.  WILLIAM 
LT'KEITT,  m.  a. 


T  Pkl’SUM  f‘.  it  'vik  be  plcafing  to  many  "lio 
daily  read  Mr.  Jbrrkitl’s  notes  on  the  New- 
TcfLinu  n*^,  10  have  ibnie  {'•'’''ticuhir  account  oT 
his  iit'e,  \viii:.h  isalway.N  thought  to  be  a  com- 
jiicn;  OT  a  ii'.inilkr’s 

Mr.  Burkitr  uas  Iwsm  at  Hitcham  in  Suffolk, 
Uily  2s,  ibc-o,  in  his  childhood  he  appeared  lu 
be  rndoyad  with  an  excellent  nKOtorv  which, 
iluoiigh  the  iTappiitcfs  of  a  good  education,  be-  • 
rainc  a  iscred  rc[)oiitoiv.  ^Vhl^c  he  uas  at 
Cantbridge  fehoo!,  it  picafed  the  Alniighry  to 
viiic  hitii  with  the  I’niaH-pox,  which  proved 
ill!  hnj')j^y  tiilpcnfarion  to  him  ;  for  then  God 
begin,  by  the  influences  of  his  holy  f{)irit,  la 
move  him  to.  aiiend  in  carncll  to  the  things 
which  pertained  to  his  eternal  peace,  and 
wrought  an  hole  change  in  his  heart  whch  was 

difcernablc  in  his  life.  After  his  recoverv.  he 

#  ^ 

was  admitted  into  Pcmibrook  Hall,  under  the. 

tuition  of  Mr.  Gibbs  ;  and  upon  his  rtiror’s  re- 

/no.vin;.r  irofuthc  college,  Mr.  Abel  of.the  Gmc 
Vo:..  1,  a  V 


rare 


cciicgc  he  came  to  biilton  liau  in  c^unoiK, 
anej  3va3  chaplain  there.  ‘  He  entered  upon  the 
niijiillry  verv  early,  afrer  having  been  ordaincct 
by  Biib.op  P^cynold?/  and  not  long  alter  \va.i 

s. 

fettled  at  Milden.  In  1692,  he  rcir.oved  to 
Dedham  in  Elfex. 

Mr,  Biirkitt  kept  a  diary,  jn  which  are  record¬ 
ed  the  hiddry  of  divine  pro.yidcnGC  towards 
him,  and  many  remarkable  deliverances  voiich- 
fifed  hitn.  ..  In  this  diarv  arcalfo  contained  his 
thankful  acknow  lodgment  of  divine  ailidancc 
and  fuccefs  in  his  miniftry,  and  the  humble 
conftuion  of  his  Bns  and  weaknefTes,  otC.  A$ 
nothing  fo  tuily  opens  the  interior  of  the  foul, 
as  a-perfon’s  diary,  fome  paflagcs  from  ir, 
evincing  the  pious  fpirit  of  Mr.  Burkitf,  may¬ 
be  very  acceptable. and  ufcful.  While  I  con- 
“  tinued,  fays  he,  at  fchool  in  Cambridge,  it 
plcafcd  God  to  villt  me  with  the  fmall-po.x, 
but  very  favourably  ;  and,  as  I  hope,  in  great 
“  mercy,  lav  ing  the  foundation  of  my  fpiritual 
•'  health  in  that  ficknefs  ;  working,  as  1  hope, 
“  a  prevailing,  and  thorough  change,  in  the 
"  very  frame  and  difpoiition  of  iny  foul.  May 
“  my  foul  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blcfs  thy 
“  name  O  Lord,  that  this  ficknefs  lliould  by 
“  the  blclfing  ot  thy  holy  Ipirit,  open  iny  eyes 
“  which  hath  doled  the  eyes  of  fo  many  in 
*'  daikncfs  and  death  1  O  happy  ficknefs,  that 
•'  ends  in  the  recovery  of  the  foul  to  God  1 
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to; 

"  In  Cio^vVifited  the  town  ofC:in'.bTi;?uc 
«'  with  the  plague.  I'hc  lluJents  in  general, 
•»*  rted  into  the  country,  I,  vith  two  or  thrto 
•*' more,  continuecl  fluii  up  in  rhe  college,  an:l 
“  lioin  my  chamlvcr  window,  I  IwrhrUi  the  dead 
“  bodies  of  perfons  fv.ept  away  1))'  the  inlection, 
carried  to  their  burial.  1  helo  lolcmn  fprela- 
“cies,  together  with  the  mcUncholy  conditi.  n 
of  the  town  and  nation,  brenght  my  fc-ol  to  u 
•"  holy  fcricufncfs/’ 

“  At  iaaltcr  ibfi,  bclorc  iny  approach  to  the 
•"  table  of  the  Lord,  I  took  lomc  Itefn  jiains  v.  :th 
*'  nrv  own  heart,  to  find  out  the  (late  of  my  fot;!.'’ 
After  thi>  paragraph,  follow  Icveral  imlica_ 
tions  of  integrity  a.-.d  tlnecriry  in  religion  ; 
eamcly. 

“  A  fight  cf  the  dewirmity  2nd  finfulntTs 
"  of  lin,  and  of  the  fi.'pcrLuivr  beauty  atiJ  e.c-. 
ccllcncc  of  Chrill. 

A  love  to  the  word  of  Go>.l,  cot  only  to  his 
*'  promifes,  but  Iiis  coniiuands,  heciulc  of 
“  their  purity  and  holintls. 
y  .An  ipprcl'Cnllon  of  «iansrcr  in  ieftin<---  utx  n 
our  own  works  and  riiihieoidheik. 

**  I'incijig  it  chc  luidcit  muiici*  !n  the  worl  J 

lo  believe  a-ri^h;.  icr  moir 

*'g()dlv  lojiov.  lor  iiii. 

Jcalouiy^  Icit  h)pocrify  liioiuM  lie  at  tl;t' 

borioin. 

To  have  a  regard  in  our  acHor.*j  to  th- 
t!:r  a!?d  ihv  cnj. 


/':W  > 


/ 


THE  EXPERIENCED 


“  S')I.*;iia  d:Ji.:iti>.i  of  oarfclvcs  lo 
God. 

Watching  a;»d  praying  againll  the  fin  t.> 
wliich  wc  arc  nM)!l  inclinoii,  as  icckiiig  in 

religions  pcriorniantes  ihs  pr.aiic  and  applaulc 
“  ot  men. 

"  Real  ai^ii>.-lion  for  not  loving  Cj'ud  more. 

'*  Due  icirard  to  the'  duties  of  the'  fccond 

O 

“  table,  •  Rich  as- to  ouc  no  man  any  thing  but 
“  love — rather  to  fuffer  than  to  do  wrong — to 
•f'  nre'fcrvc  the  reputation  of  others— to  varlue 
“others  bv-their  real  worth,  and- not  by  their 


“  regard  to  ii.s.” 


“  V  aluin'j:  the  imago  of  on r  Lord  and  Saviour. 

“  in  whomfoever  it  apjx-ar^,  a.nd  e'tceming 
“  them  moll,  who  are  moH;  like  him  in  holU 
"  nefs.” 

“  Loving  our  enemies,  praying  for  them,  anti 
**  doing  them  good.” 

“  September  3,  i6S'2,  my  neighbouring  bro-  , 
“  ther  in  the  rniniflrv,  Mr.  Thoiapfon  of  RoV- 
“  den,  after  having  pieached  on  the  Lord’stlay, 

*■  was  fuiprifcd  by  an  apoplexy,  and  died  in  a 
'•  iLort  time,  l.ord,  who  am  J,  that  1  fhouM 
“  furvivc  amonglt  the  funerals  of  them  wjio 
“  were  younger,  luongrr-,  better,  and  tnorc  ufe- 
“  ful  than  mylell.  O  lee  me  double  my  diii- 
“  gcncc,  i.n. working  out  m/'own,  and  helping 
“  forward,  the  Jalvation  ot  others,  while  the 
“  day  of  patience  falls  ;  lor  thou  Lord  comc.l  ji» 
an  hour  of  whicli  we  a.rc  not  aware  !’’ 


‘s' 

*■>■,  I  <v  *-w  f*'- 


'=*=^ 
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«  Ncw-Ycar’s  tUy,  i68^*,  I  Mas  i.’pfoonatlcr 
«<  four  o’clock,  cicfiring  caiiKdly  to  begin  the 
year  with  God,  to  renew  my  covenant  wiiU 
him,  and  co  engage  myfclf  inan  holy  vigilan- 
«  tv  ami  circumrpcct  walkhtg.. with  and  before 
the  Lord,  the  day  following  and  the  year 
fo!lo\ving---Thc  Lord  keep  it  in  the  piirpofc 
•' of  mv  iieart  for  ever  to  continue  tairhfnl  to 


“  hin).” 


”  Ju!v  25,.  r6S6,  being  my  birth-day,  I  engaged 
*’  n'.vlelfio  tievote  mv  fii(t  wakittg  time  to  (lOtL 
anil  niy  d reding  rime  to  fruitful  meditation, 
cf  the  mercy,  of  a  night’s  red,  tonic  fpcmling 
“their  rime  in  pain^  fouic  in  prifon^  and  luinc 
“  in  heil.’*’ 

AlH)iit  midlinnmrr,  ifS*;’,  I  received  a  peti- 
tion  Irom  Ipl  vvich,oubchaIfof  the  French  pio- 
“  tclhint  miniders,  and  communicated  the  mat- 
“  ter  to  fevera!,  vhofe  hearts  the  Lonl  fo  gra- 
^"cioudy  moved,  that  I  coiiectcd  fer  ti.im 
above  one  hundred  pcxmds.  '1  he  Lord  ma}ic 
•Mne  thankful^  who  gave  me  a  heart  to  coi]i-. 
palfionaic  and  help  them.'’^ 
liy  his  book  of  accounts  if  appears  at  large, 
that  this  his  labour  ot  l<>vc  for  the  poor  French 
exiles,  continued  fix  vears  luccelTivclv,  name- 

in  which  tiiiie, 
t.ioug'p  he  lived  but  in  a  country  village,  he 
fo  eAwited  himl'eir  far  and  near  in  this  mat- 
as,  by  the  merciful  hand  of  his  God 
»v,rh  hini^  lie  limilclf  cxprcfTrs  it,  to  coi- 
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Ic*^:  from  private  handa "  no  lefs  than  ivn 
hundred  and  fixtcen  i>ounds  fcvcntcen  fliil. 

*  lings :  u'liich  whole  lu:r>,  with  a  little  over- 

*  plus,  is,  in  a  ino!l  full  and  diflindl  manner,  let 

*  down,  as  faithfully  diflributed  by  him  toward* 
the  relief  of  the  f<iid  protchants  in  Sulfolk 
and  ElFix,  &c.  Remarkable  alfo  were  his 
tare,  pains,  and  pruden:  conduit,  in  the 
didribiition  of  this  charity.;  for,  as  he  gave 

fome  part  of  it  in  fpecic,  asncccinty  required, 
*fo  that  he  might  lay  out  the  reft  in  a  moll  fru¬ 
gal  manner,  for  the  furnilhing  them  with 
clothes  and  provifions,  he  rode  about  the 
country  to  the  chcapeff  iharkcts,  though  he 
went  a  journey  of  near  twenty  miles  for 
'  that  purpofe.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add 
the  clofe  which  he  himfelf  fets  at  the  foot 
df  his  account. 

All  my  charges,”  fays  he,  "and  Journcy- 
"  ing  from  jilacc  to  place,  as  alfo  the  letters 
to  and  fro,  both  which  articles  rverc  very 
"  confideraole,  and  a!!  ray  labour  and  p'ain,,  I 
"  account  as  nothing,  but  . look  upon  it  as  the 
■  "  grcatell  honour  of  mv  life,  that  God  made 
"  me  fuch  an  infhriimcnt  for  the  relief  of  his  pcr- 
feciittd  mcnibers — To  God  only  be  glpry 
"given  by  the  Icaih  of  his  (ervants, 

•  WILLIAM  BURK  n  r. 


Augnll  24,  r.68S,  I  fpent  fomc  coniidciabie 
time  in  writing  le::«s  of  advice  to  foine 
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**  vounc  academics,  and  in  prayer  for  a  bltfiinjj 

“  thereupon,  both  to  inylcll  and  them.” 

“  December  i()92— Upon  uxidcrtaJ^i rg 

^  the  charge  of  Dedham,  1  rcfolvcd,  by  divine 

afTiftance,  upon  the  foUovving  courfc,  for  the 

benefit  of  my  people,  namely,  to  pour  out 

••  my  foul  to  Cod,  every  day  in  prayer  tor  them, 

“  to  preach  conftantly  thrice  in  the  weclc,  to 

'*  adminiftcr  the  l.ord’3  flipper  once  in  two 

“months,  to  catcchifc  the  youth  of  the  church, 

”  and  others  at  mv  houfe,  and  to  go  from  hou'c 

'  *  « 

“  to  houfe,  through  the  town,  warning  and 
“  directing.” 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  rc.vt.) 


run  HEAVENLY  LIVES  OF  THE  PRIMITIVE 

CHRISTIANS. 

« 

IN  A  LtTTfcll  TO  A  FRIKKD. 

(Concluded  frein  pagt  >7^.*) 

any  of  them  were  driven  into  exile,  in  every 
place  they  met  with  brethren,  and  fellow-Chrif- 
lians,  and  thefe  would  run  to  them,  comfort  them, 
lead  them  into  their  houfes,  and  ti-cae  them  as 
members  of  their  ow  n  family,  vfpeciaily,  when 
by  letters  from  their  brethren,  they  undcrAood, 
that  for  Crhrifl’s  fake  they  weredriven  fiom  their 
native  home. 

Were  any  condemned  to  work  in  mines,  or 
quarries,  the  neighbouring  Chriftiani,  that  heard 
It,  would  prefcntly  come  together,  help  the 
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innocent  man,  endeavour  to  make  his  ’ourden 
feed  him  with  vicluais,  and  aflill  him  in 

the  pcrformin}2;  ofhis  tall:. 

Were  any  of  them  fent  through  the  malice  of 

the  heathen  governor  td  the  corrcction-houfc, 

or  forced  to  labour  hard  in  raves  and  dens,  or 

lamentably  feourged,  beaten,  and  abido.d  lortlic 

name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  1  he  l  elt  that  heard  of 
% 

it,  would  not  cr  ii'plain,  nor  think  their  hrcw 
thren  unhappy,  but  rather  count  themrclves  li , 
hccaiife  ihev  were  not  counted  worthy  to  luftV: 
for  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  therefore  would  wiih 
ihat  til  is  might  be  their  lot  and  portion  too. 

] f  the  lury  of  tlic  tyrant  abated,  or  re.mirtCil 
at  any  time,  and  the  imps  ifoned  arid  aiilidtcJ 
believers  got  leave  to  return  borne  again,  I'oinc 
v.onndTtd,  fame  bruifed,  fomc  with  disjointed 
bones,  feme  half  burnt,  lome  maimeei,  Ionic 
with  one  arm.,  foin'c  with  one  eye,  'foriic  with  one 
leg  only  ;  theirfriends  wotdd  run  out  to  them, 
andflrivcwho  fnauld  lirft  receive  •  rhein  into 
their  own  houlcs.  Happy  the  man  that  could 
kifs  their  wounds,  and  rcfreni  them  with  neef. 
farics  and  conveniences  ;  and  the  longer  any  man 
could  harbour  a  Chriftian  at  his  hotife,  the  hap¬ 
pier  he  thought  himfclfto  be.  And  fuch  men 
as  had  thus  fufferedfor  Chrift,  they  honoured  lor 
the  future,  and  efteemed  thein  cqnal.  with  their 
j)aftorsand  prcfidents.  .  Indeed,  out  of  thcle  they 
cholc  their  bifiiops,  th  lal  Iv  ing  thofe  littcll  to  ferve. 


^hrifl’s  alt.ir,  u'ho  had  alrcaJv  tnaJc  thctnfclvc*! 
4  laorili-c  ‘:)r  hitn.  Thus  men  purciialfci  the 
degree  ot  pid)r.>  h/  t.ieir  auJ  rhelr 

uhich  prc.Ted  throupi  wodnls  and  lor- 
r  :re:i*5r  th:  n  i  n.‘  )1  Chrirt,  prepared  rhent  for 
th u  Men  that  were  llrong  to  lulfcf 

thcf  juitly  th'.njght  might  be  fitted  to  labour  in 
(iod’s  church,  and  they  that  had  been  uich 
champions  for  the  truth,  tliey  loi  ked  upon  as 
the  propered  inUi uments  to  delcaJ  it  to  t.ic.r 
death. 

Not  did  their  kindnefs  extend  only  r<)  thc:r 
{fiends,  but  reached  even  to  their  grcatcll  ene¬ 
mies  i  and  they  that  jull  before  were  jverlc ruted 
by  them,  if  their  peiTccutors  fell  fick,  or  were 
or  the  plague  of  viod  came  upon  th  •  n, 
thefe  injured  Chriftians  would  olfer  thdr  icr- 
vices,  iupport  them,  comfort  them,  admonifli 
them,  attend  at  their  bcd-lide,  and  lend  a  lielp- 
ing-hr.nd,  cheriih  them,  fupplc  their  fores,  re¬ 
lieve  them,  and  with  a  pity  great  and  magna¬ 
nimous,  weep  over  their  calamitous  cllate  to  the 
amazement  of  the  pagan  world,  who  were  now 
ready  to  look  upon  them  as  angels,  when  jufl 
betot  c  they  thought  them  as  bad  as  devils. 

Poverty  was  the  lead  thing  that  troubled  them, 
nor  did  want  fit  fo  heavy  on  their  fouls,  as  it  doth 
on  ours  ;  for  they  had  learned  to  undervalue 
riches  ;  and  that  which  made  them  flight  it,  were 
thefe  two  imprefTtons  the  Apoftles  doedrine  had 
made  on  their  fouls. 

Vot.  I.  r  2 


■»c  have  no  rontinuinp;  city,  hut  we  feek  one 
to  come.  That  all  we  fee  here,  is  but  fnadow, 
and  imagery,  hut  the  luMancc  is  not  yet  vili- 
blc  ;  that  the  fafhion  Df  this  world  will  pals 
away,  and  the  gatidcs  and  glories  below  the 
moon  albsril  no  real  fatistacrion.  1  his  mad? 
it  ridiculous  in  their  eyes  to  {natch  at  a  buttcrily 
■ora  Hying  feather  5  and'they  rationally  believed, 

‘  that  whatever  is  lubje\lt  to  time  and  change, 
will  certainly  nt  ikc  it  wings,  and  Hec  away,  and 
leave  the  foul  as  empty  as  it  found  it,  and  that 
therefore  their  thoughts  muH  be  turned  another 
way,  even  there  where 'conlhint  latisfaedion,  laH- 
ing  content,  permanent  happinefs,  perfect  beau¬ 
ty,  and  uninterrupted  joys  are  to  be  ftnmd  ;  and 
'  indeed,  this  duly  weighed^  will  breed  a  mighty 

•  contempt  of  temporal  things,  and  a  certain  c.x- 

•  pec'tation  of  future  blifs. 

A 

2.  .Another  thing  that  did  no  lei's  contribute 
towards  it,  was,  their  belief,  that' the  end  of  the 
woild  was  at  hand,' arid  the  day  of  judgment  ap¬ 
proaching.  .  The  time  is  ihort,  cried  their  paf- 
tors,  the  Lord  is  coming,  he  will  be  upon  you 
before  you  are  aware  ;  to  what  purpofe  will  ye 
rrrafurc  up  riches,  lands,,  goods,  houfes,  which 
.  the  fire  will  Htortiy  confume,  and  carry  away  ? 

I  lerKC  it  was,  that  they  lived  every  moment  in 
.  expectation  of  the  laft  day,  and  troubled  nM  their 
4,  heads  with  thinking  how  they  fliould  fill' their, 
barns,  and  their  coffers ;  for  tlycy  knew  not  how 
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loNig  they  ihoiilJ  enjoy  them  ;  and  no  marvel,  if 
unuerthefe  thoughts  a.nj  circuinrtanccs-, 
treciv  parrel  with  tlieir  worldly  goods  1^”'^ 
clicir  lands  and  Itoiifes,  a.sd  bought  no  more,  ami 
b'-oiJ  '’ht  wine  they  h.rJ,  and  laid  it  down  at  the 
apo  tlc-s  fc^:,  that  they  u.ighc  follo.w  a  naketi 
iaviour  naked. 

Nor  did  the  care  of  ilnir  children  1311  thrir 
hearts  u'irli  an.\ioi:s  tiv>uglari;  for  they  wert: 
icniibic,  that  whenever  the  church  had  notice 
(ji  their  want,  thev'  vvouid  certainlv  be  relieved^ 
And  looked  alter;  for  as  iiucy  Withers  and  mo¬ 
thers  lefcthnr  clhircs.  and  what  thev:  had  to.  th^* 

4  4 

churcli,  lo  the  church  smpioycd  thofe  legacies, 
or  gifts,  to  lupport  all  fhofe  that  fhould  be  ne- 
ccilitons .  Bcfitlcs.  this,  their  pallors  both  by 
their  doelrinc  and  example,  admonilhed  thetn  t” 
Isc  diligent  in  working  with  their  own  hands, 
th.it  they  might  get  fomething  not  only  to  be 
beneficial  to  themferves,  but  toothers  too,  and 
indeed,  they  thought  they  did  little  or  nothing, 
it  svhac  they  got,  they  did  not  coimnunicate  to. 
thofe,  who  were  not  alrlc  to  help  thomfclvcs. 

Ihwyhad  nothing  that  was  fuperfluous  ;  .md 
hence  it  w.is,  that  there  w.is  but  little  driv¬ 
ing  about  whit  they  left.  To  lay  up  much, 
goods  for  luiny  years,  they  thought  was  fitter 
lor  heatlums  than  for  Chridians  ;  and  having 
Icen  no  luch  thing  in  their  maftcr,  they  could 
not  tell,  how  it  could  be  proper  in  his  fer- 
vaiits. 


They  believed,  that  it  wa*'.  ihcir  paOci^ 
clTicc  to  take  care  ct  a!!^  to  maintain  tl.e  j.oo/ 
?nd  to  diflribuie  to  all  according  to  ihcir  I'cve- 
ral  iicccfTitics;  iur  fincc  God  took  that  care 
upon  him  to  iced  the  Morld,  tlicv  thought,  it 
^v’ould  net  be  unbecoming  his  nnnilb’vs  to  (h# 
fo  too..  This  made  them  cniiult  at  fiifl  the 
apofllcs,  and  afterwards  their  (piritua!  paflers, 
M'ith  what  they  could  (pare,  to  receive  ol  them 
again,  when  they  ftiould  fland  in  need.  And 
now  their  teachers  did  rrulv  become  their 
fathers,  and  they  acknowlcdgoiJ  themfed ves  to 
be  their  children  ;  and  owning  them  for  their 
fathers,  they  gave  them  a  right’  to  adtnonilh 
them,  to  corrri^l^,  to  reprove  them,  to  djrc<^t 
thin,’,  and  to  leid  them  toperfedlion,  in  1  o>vm- 
cd  a  rtrong  obligation  at  the  fame  time  to  love, 
honour,  reverence,  and  obey  them. 

And  though  the  number  of  Chriftians  was 
already  prodigioufly  incrcafed,^  yet  were  not 
their  numbers  troublcfome  to  their  pallors, 
who  loved  to  do  good,  and  to  fjx'nd  thcni- 
fclves,  and  to  be  fpent  in  that  fervicc  ;  men 
who  had  no  dclign,  but  to  lay  thcmlelvcs  cut 
for  God,  and  his  church,  and  with  Mofes, 
Were  content  x  >  he  fiiiroundcd  with  people  all 
ilay  long,  to  difeharge  that  paternal  care  of 
their  fouls  and  bodies,  which  they  had  under¬ 
taken.  Nor  were  their  pallors  thciclorc  the 
richer  betaiife  their  difciplcs  brought  what 
they  had  to  iheni,  lor  they  that  were  to  recti  •  c 
fio:n  them,  were  more,  than  thole  who  gave 
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and  the/  took  ir  in,  only  with  a  dcftgn  to  dif- 
ticrfc  it  again  among  the  needy.  Love  of  ino- 
•'.ey,  and  admiration  of  riches,  and  anxious 
worldly  cares  and  deli  res  of  hoarding,  were 
things  they  had  an  antipathy  againft  ;  and 
though  «tut  of  that  liotk  they  provided  thein- 
iclves  with  neccllarics,  yet  for  engroding  any¬ 
thing  to  themfelves  bclides.  was  a  thought 
as  far  from  their  minds,  as  the  iieavcn  they 
longed  for  was  from  that  earth  on  w  hich  they 
trampled,  and  looked  upon  with  pity  and 
I'corn ;  for,  alas  I  what  greedinefs  could  there 
be  in  them  after  temporal  means,  who  were  al¬ 
ready  greater  than  the  woild  could  make  them, 
and  took  delight  in  nothing,  but  furveying  that 
glory  :  which  e’er  long  they  fhould  rejoice,  and 
triumph  in  ? 

So  that  they  took  the  people’s  money  without 
any  danger  of  covetoufnefs.  They  were  men 
that  had  fought  for  Chrift,  and  left  all  to  fol¬ 
low  him  ;  their  thoughts  were  big  with  the 
promifes  of  the  gofpcl,  and  confcquently  with 
Iiopes  ofevcrlafting  joys  ;  they  had  already  taft- 
cd  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  and 
mocked  at  worldly-mindcdncfs  :  they  remem¬ 
bered  that  they  were  but  flewards  to  the  poor, 
and  nurling-fathers  to  perfons  in  diftrefs,  and 
prcfidents  of  the  hofpitals.  Nor  did  their  high 
places  make  them  uneafy  in  their  poverty,  lor 
;hcy  loved  it,  and  made  choice  of  it  as  a  com- 


rnnion,  and  afri«id.  'I'hii  niavic  rhc  j^voplc 
;ovc  thcip  cxccedmgly,  not  bccaiifc  they  ton': 
clelight  to  kx  their  pafJors  poor,  but  beeaLil'e 
they  law,  that  they  who  had  lo  imich  monrv' 
at  thtir  dirpoial,  would  make  no  life  of  it  fjr 
their  own  intcrell,  but  were  contentedly 
poor  in  that  plenty,  and  would  want  thenifelvei. 
rather  than  lee  others  faint. 

Ifany  were  fvO  malicious  as.to  traduce  their " 
teachers,  and  hraiid  them  with  the  guilt  of  co-, 
veroufnefs,  or  Hander  them,  their  paltois  u  led 
no  other  weapon  to  put  by  the  Ifing,  but  meck- 
nefs  to  the  backbiter,  and  their  own  innocence 
by  degrees  dailiedi  and  wiped  away  all  afper- 
fi'ons.  Hence  the  Chrirtians  gave  them  thetr 
own  freely,  for  they  believed  •  they  could  lofe 
nothing  by  it,  and  long  experience  had  fo  con¬ 
firmed  that  belief,  that  envy  itfeJf  could  make 
no  impreflions  ujxin  them  to  the  contrary ; 
■when  it  was  in  theirhands,  they  thought  it  fatcr 
than  in  their  own  ;  and  being  hereby  freed  from 
abundance  of  carts  and  incuriibranccs,they  preli¬ 
ed  more  chcarfully  on  to  the  promiled  mark. 

If  any  chriflian  kept  any  land  in  his  hands,  his 
(  are  was  fo  to  ufe  his  income,  as  to  give  (Jod 
the  firfl:  fruits  of  it,  to  bring  his  gifts  to  the 
church,  to  lay  by  fomewhat  for  alms,  to  help 
and  aflift  the  fick,  to  relieve  the  priloners  and 
and  captives,  n«t  only  fuch  as  w'crc  within  the 
verge  of  the  town  he  lived  in,  but  others  •  alio. 
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■  hi:<:  did  thofc  nicn  live  under  ric  hes,  as  under 

tiiorjis,  and  were  fenfiblc  of  nothing  fo'much 
as  this,  that  grCit  wealth,  is  hut  a  great  tempta¬ 
tion  to  he  vain  and  fenfual,  which  made  them 
u(e  this  ftif  dsnial  in  their  incomes. 

Me  that  for  a  kindnefs  he  did  to  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  expected  a  rccoinpcnfe,  was  looked  upon 
■js  a  perlon  greedy  of  iilthy  lucre  ;  and  he  that 
could  do  nothing  for  his  friend  without  a  re¬ 
ward,  or  profpert  of  fonic  profit  to  hirnfelf, 
was  cenfured  as  a  perfon  ignorant  of  the  fuiu 
damental  law  of  their  religion.  IJfury,  intcr- 
rO,  and  fuch  names,  were  fcarcc  heard  among 
them  ;  and  opprefTion  was  a  thing,  w  hich  they 
thought  none  that  named  the  name  of  ChriH, 
could  be  guilty  of.  In  a  word,  they  drfired 
nothing  fo  much  in  this  woild,  as  to  be  qjiick- 
ly  gone  from  it  ;  and  they  thought  it  the  joy- 
fufleft  news  •  imagin.abic  to  undcrfland,  that 
they  were  to  be  difl'olvcd,  and  go  to  f  hrift. 

This  was  the  tetfipef,  nature,  and  conflitu- 
tion  of  that  common-wealth.  The  members 
of  it  looked  mean  and  contcrnprible.  Xothing 
about  them  was  pompous,  citlicr  in  cloaths, 
or  diet,  or  habitation,  or  houfchuld-iluff.  Such 
among  them,  as  w  ere  noble  or  learned,  or  of  a 
f  entile  extract,  laid  afidc  their  pride. 'and  all 
their  fwelling  titles,  forgot  that  they  were 
better  born,  or  educated,  than'  ethers,  and 
became  like  their  brethren.  Plaiting'  and 


curling  the  hair,  was  a  tiling  that  hot;:  ’i  t  ;: 
men  and  women  proftribeJ  tram  their  c.i:v, 
and  they  thought  that  labour  loti,  whicli  \m!v 
employed  on  fuch  rupcriluiiics.  They  were 
jealous  of  their  Icrious  frame  of  Ipirit,  and 
therefore  all  fuch  drcfl'cs,  as  might  ferve  to 
intiifc  vanity  into  their  minds,  or  damp  their 
zeal  to  religion,  they  lluinned,  as  they  diti 
houfes  infected  with  the  plague.  They  mind¬ 
ed  no  fuch  new  things  as  inodes  and  fafliions, 
nor  did  any  new  habit,  or  ornament  that 
came  up,  entice  them  to  imitation.  Decency 
was  their  rule,  and  modefty  the  flandard  of 
their  habit  and  conyerfation.  They  wore 
nothing  about  them  that  was  either  coflly  or 
curious,  and  their  grcatefl  ftudy  and  contri- 
vaiicc  was,  how  to  advance  their  fouls,  and 
n.akc  them  fit  for  the  wedding  of  the  lamb 
laying  on  either  white  or  red  upon  the  face, 
or  disfiguring  it  vvitli  fomething  black,  and  of 
kin  to  hc-11,  they  knew  not  what  it  meant. 
Their  garments  were  cither  linen  or  woollen, 
or  fur,  or  flieep-flcin,  and  their  furniture 
mean  and  homely. 

Without  God,  they  attempted  nothing;  and 
whatever  enterprize  it  was  they  betook  thern- 
fclves  to,  they  fandlificd.  it  by  prayer  and 
fupplication.  If  they  went  out  cither  to  fow 
or  to  plow,  or  to  reap,  or  to  build,  God’s 
blefling  was  lirfl:  fought,  and  begged,  and  they 
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.“.ever  put  on  their  clothes,  but  entcrt.-iinci} 
themfeives  all  the  while  with  fomc  holy  reflec¬ 
tions.  Theatres  and  feeing  of  plays  they  hated, 
as  a  thing  contrary  to  their  profclTion  ;  and 
fhuiigh  thchcatlicn  defpired  them  for  it,  looked 
upon  them  as  unfociable,  men  of  pitiful  fpii  its, 
llranticrs  to  the  arc  of  converfation,  nielancho- 
]y  wretches,  brethren  of  worir.5,  and  no  better 
than  the  vermin  of  the  earth  ;  yet  they  niat- 
tereJ  not  ilicir  ccnfurcs^  and  triumphed  more 
in  a  good  conlcience,  than  the  others  could  do 
in  air  the  vanities  and  glories  of  this  prclent 
world.  The  world's  contempt  uas  their  glory 
and  they  were  proud  of  being  fcorned  and  un¬ 
dervalued  by  the  vulgar  croud,  that  they  might 
with  greater  carnellnels  long  after  a  better  in¬ 
heritance.  If  any  wanted  bufinefs,  he  would 
find  fomc  ;  and  they  that  had  no  need  to  work 
for  their  living,  worked  for  the  poor.  Idlc- 
nefs  they  had  an  averfion  from,  as  from  the  root 
of  evil,  and  great  men  and  women  would  do 
fomething,  which  the  needy  might  be  the  better 
^ox.  The  grcatcll  lady  would  not  difdain  to 
Tpin,  or  fow,  or  knit,  for  her  diflrefled  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  like  bccs^  they  were  ever  bufy, 
and  employed  for  the  common  good. 

Love  of  the  world  was  death  to  them  ;  and 
they  thought  it  a  certain  fign,  that  they 
had  no  portion  in  Chrilf,  if  they  did  ferve  both 
Cod  and  maminon.  To  be  in  the  world  and 
Vol.  ly  2 
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not  of  the  world  was  their  motto;  and  to  be 
other  men  than  they  feemed  to  be,  was  the  thin<-' 
thry  aijTicd  nr.  'I  hey  kerned  ro  he  profane,  be- 
caufe  they  v.  onli  v/orihip  n '>  heathen  gods, 
hut  were  the  devouteft  [X'rihris  in  the  world  to 
ihe  true  (h>d  .;  and  they  lorgot  to  be  men,  il.at 
they  in^rht  be  the  btttcr  ebriftians.  Not  a 
few  Icit  their  high  place--,  and  great  dignities  to 
beconx*  (  hridians,  andchofeto  l>c  low  and  con- 
tcn''pri!dv‘  in  the  wo.hl,  ihat  thev  rniedit  have 
TiO  iinpt  .liineiUo  in  their  way  to  heaven, 

'  Servants  never  corccrncd  thend'clvcs  to  gct 
their  freedom,  bccaufe  tliev  Jived  fuflieienrlv 
haj-.py  uncer  thtir  l.tlicvir.g  iiahcis;  and 
while  they  faw  notliin.”;  but  love  in  their 
KulUrs,  their  very  bondage  was  perfect  free¬ 
dom. 

Where  a  whole  family  was  chridian,  they 
all  did  fife  together,  and  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  prayed  .and  read,  and  fung  pfalms,  and 
obfeivcd  one  way  and  cuftom  in  their  dc\o- 
tions.  )f  one  family  had  any  thing  to  do  more 
than  ordinary,  the  neighbouring  family  would 
I'.clp  them.  If  one  was  to  faft,  his  neighbour 
f.ihed  with  him  ;  if  one  was  to  pray  for  fomc 
lignal  blclUng,  his  neighbour  did  pray  with  him. 
ii  one  wept,  his  neighbour  did  weep  with  him; 
If  one  mourned,  his  neighbour  mourned  with 
h.ini,  as  if  both  had  committed  the  fame  fin  ;  in 
a  word,  they  had  their  joys  and  forrows  com- 
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n>on,  and  they  n)ighr  be  iliid  to  be  all  in  one, 
aad  one  in  all. 

In  their  incali  they  were  tenij)cra{r,  fo  ablti- 
Jienl,  that  our  were  but  their  ordinary 

\\ay  of  living  ;  and  inJeed  one  reafon  why  thev 
were  In  holy  at  their  tables,  was,  becasife  for  a 
long  time  either  beftnv,  orafrer  incais,  they  coi. 
(lanfly  received  the  tl'icharill.  And  in  fucli 
luectings  they  cxprcfl'eti  huge  love  one  to  another, 
and  made  their  friendlhip  inviolable,  fc^r  they 
fealed  it  with  the  blood  of  Jefus*.  'Fhefe  were 
true  love-fcafls,  and  thev  were  managed  witli 
tliac  gravity,  chartity,  and  inodcfty,  and  Hnging 
of  Pfalnis,  that  the  worhi  might  fee,  it  was  a 
preparation  for  a  greater  fupper. 

Their  Houfes  were  open  to  ffrangers,  as  well 
as  to  their  friends  and  neighbours  ;  and  wh;'^^ 
the  traveller  couid  produce  a  certificate,  that  be 
was  a  practical  chriftian,  he  could  not  fail  of  a 
moll  hearty  welcome.  Ilofpitality  was  their 
badge,  and  he  that  would  not  receive  a  brother 
into  his  houfc,  hecaufc  poor  and  ragged,  was  ei¬ 
ther  forbid  the  church,  or  not  fuffcrcil  to  come 
into  it.  • 

Their  paflors  and  rulers  obliged  them  to  cer¬ 
tain  falls,  but  belidcs  thofe,  of  their  own  ac¬ 
cord,  they  chaflcned  thcmfelves  by  frequent  ab- 
llincncc.  In  their  fads,  thev  w'cre  exceedin' »• 
Arid ;  and  they  lo  cmacialtd  their  bodies  by 
thefe  rigours,  that  their  faintnefs,  wearinefs,  an<-- 
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fackcloth  and  aflics,  fccmed  to  force  heaven  t» 
pity  and  companion.  In  fliort,  whatever  \vaj[ 
voluptuous  they  hated^^  and  looked  upon  as  un- 
fuitablc  to  the  crucified  jefus  ;  and  fo  impro¬ 
per  for  that  perfed:  wifiJom,  they  aimed  at,  that 
ihry  proferibed  it  as  an  enemy,  and  fi;unned  it 
like  the  rankeft  poilon,  and  adaiittcd  no  more 
of  it  but  what  was  juft  ncccftary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  that  life,  the  great  Creator  had  given 

them  to  fpend  to  his  glory. 

And  though' they  never  had  fludied  Pytha- 
sroras.  vet  both  their  faith  and  rcafon  told  them 
that  as  the  body  waxes  ftronger  by  the  death  of, 
the  foul,  fo  the  foul  becomes  more  valiant  and 
lively  by  the  death  of  the  body.  This  made 
|l)em  conquerors  of  tho  epleafurts  of  ihe-flcfti, 
which  in  all  ages  have  weakened  the  braveft 
men  into  women,  melted  hearts  of  iron,  and 
conquered  the  greateft  conquerors  of  the 
world. 

To  fupprcfs.fuch  fatisfaeftions  of  the  flefti,  they 
w'ere  fo  watchful,  fo  courageous,  fo.  magn?., 
Bimous,  that  they  feemed  angels  more  than  men, 
and  were  adlually  nearer  to  God,  to  whom  they 
lived,  than  to  the  world,  in  which  they  lived. 
In  their  li  ves,  chafte  and  modeft  ;  in  their  mar¬ 
riage  eftate,  modcrare  and  holy  ;  and  not  a  man 
came  near  his  wife,  after  he  perceived  or  had 
notice  that  fhc  was  with  child,  till  flie  was 
delivered ;  and,  even  then,  when  they  came  to- 
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r<thfr,  their  thoughts  were  fo  innocent,  tha^ 
they  propofod  no  other  end  but  the  procre  ation 
of  children  to  be  brought  up  in  the  fear  aad 
nature  of  the  Loid,  In  the  very  works  ot  their 
calling,  they  would  fing  of  Chri/<,  and  make 
fpiritual  objceds  fo  lamiliar  to  them,  that  in 
their  very  flcep  and  dreams,  they  loIled  in  their 
imagination  ;  they  were  always  rcaoy  tor  prayer, 
and  holy  ejaculations  ;  and  fo  addiclcd  to  the 
love  of  goodnefs,  that  they  couid  not  endure 
a  vicious  perfon  ;  and  if  they  met  with  any  fuch 
in  their  alTcmblies,  did  thruft  them  out  from 
their  communion,  and  made  it  cfiminal  for 
any  chrifiian  either  to  cat,  or  drink,  or  con- 
verfe,  or  talk,  or  keep  company  with  him. 

They  took  particular  notice  of  him,  who 
taught  any  thing  contrary  to  the  dodlrinc  of  their 
pallors,  and  no  plague-fore  was  fliunncd  more 
than  a  new  upflart  principle.  If  they  heard 
any  thing  contrary  to  their  faith  delivered  to  the 
fainils,  they  either  flopped  their  cars,  or  made 
hafle  to  be  gone  from  the  place  the  dangerous 
tenet  was  publiflied  in.  New  fanglcs  were  that 
which  their  teacheis  ferioufly  warned  them 
againfl  ;  and  the  great  characler  of  herefy  was, 
that  the  doiTtrinc  was  new,  and  unknown  to  the 
Apoftles.  To  continue  this  purity  of  doctrine 
in  their  church,  their  cuftom  was,  to  read  the 
fcn'pture,  and  hear  it  explained  by  their  paftors 
in  public  congregations  ;  and  though  they  read 
it  at  home,  they  were  fearful  to  explain  any 
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thing,  but  what  they  had  heard,  their  paftors. 
explain  in  public  before,  and  according  to  th(ir 
expolitions,  they  underftood  thefe  oracles. 

It  was  a  very  common  thing  in  thofe  days 
both  for  laymen  and  clergymen  to  learn  the 
bible  without  book  ;  and  many  of  them  had 
the  word  fo  ready,  that  nothing  could  bcfalf 
them,  but  they  had  a  plaifter  or  medicine  ready, 
from  that  incxhauftibic  ircafury.  From  hence 
their  fouls  got  more  than  ordinary  ftrength  and 
nourifltment,  and  their  minds  received  that  vi¬ 
vacity  and  quicknefs,  that  it  gave  life  even  to 
their  bodies,  ftarved  aimoft  through  watching,, 
farting,  and  other  voluntary  penalties. 

Of  their  t.  achers  they  were  fo  obfervant,  that 
without  them  they  would  begin  nothing,  and  go 
no  where  without  their  letter  of  recommenda¬ 
tion.  Without  .their  advice,  they  would  nos 
marry,  nor  do  any  thing  conlidcrablc  in  their 
civil  affairs  without  afking  their  counfel  and 
approbation ;  for  they  looked  upon  them  as 
their  fathers  ;  and  as  religion  had  made  them  fo, 
fo  they  thought  the  obligation  to  confult  them 
upon  all  occalions  was  the  rtronger.  Thcle  they 
received  into  their  houfes, 'as  the  faints  of  old 
did  angels,  with  joy  and  trembling  ;  and  when¬ 
ever  rhev  met  them,  though  upon  the  road,  or 
in  the  rtrects,  they  would  fall  down  and  kifs 
their  feet,  and  refufe  to  rile,  till  they  had  given 
ihsm  their  blefling  and  benedifrtion  ;  to  which 
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■bleflinf’ they  faid  amen,  rofc  again,  and  parted 
Mithakifs. 

TTiev  thourht  it  no  faiall  hanninefs  to  lodge 

#  C3  4k  CJ 

their  padors  at  their  Iioufcs  ;  for  when  they  had 
them,  they  believed  they  had  got  fonie  good 
fpirit  in  their  honfes,  and  with  them  they  pray¬ 
ed,  and  hoped,  that  now  their  prayers  could 
not  niifcarry,  when  joined  witn  the  incenfe  of 
thofe,  who  had  fo  clccn  moved  God  to  be 
merciful  to  the  whole  congregration.  For  this 
rcafon,  .they  were  dclirous  to  entertain  pious 
men  in  general,  to  do  them  good,  and  to  re¬ 
lieve  them,  a.s  they  did  their  domcftics,  for 
they  thought  the  prefence  of  fuch  men  a  blel- 
ftng  to  their  families,  and  a  proteeflion  from  in¬ 
numerable  evils,  that  might  othcrwile  befalf 
them. 

From  the  unity  and  peaceablcnefs  of  their 
teachers  it  was,  that  the  chridians  then,  though 
very  numerous,  continued  unanimous  in  the 
primitive  dodlrine  and  difciplinc  ;  and  though 
the  fevcral  aflemblics  might  differ  in  rites  and 
ceremonies,  yet  the  mighty  love  they  bore  one 
•to  another,  condrained  them  to  over-look  thofe 
diderences  ;  and  though  they  varied  in  foinc  out¬ 
ward  acts  of  wordiip,  yet  their  affediions  were 
fo  drongly  glewcd  together,  that  nothing  but 
death  could  break  the  league  of  amity; 

If  one  neighbour  chanced  to  quarrel  with 
another,  and  they  broke  forth:  into  contention., 
and  enmity,  they  were  fo  long  excluded  from 
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.rnE  experienced 

the  prayers  of  the  afrembly,  till  they  had  coruia- 
ally  reconciled  thcmfelvcs  one  to  the  others 
This  punilhment  was  then  thought  great  and 
grievous,  and  men  were  fo  uneafy  under  thefe 
excommunications,  that  the  fear  of  them  kept 
them  from  animofities  5  and  rather  than  un¬ 
dergo  fuch  cenfures,  would  fufFcr  thcmfclvcs 
to  be  defrauded  :  and  when  they  were  beaten, 
Tvould  not  beat  again;  wlicn  reviled,  would 
not  revile  again  ;  and  when  abufed,  would  not 
abufe  again;  nay,  look  uponanuniun:  calumny 
as  a  piece  of  martyrdom,  and  therefore  bear  i* 
patiently.  Thofc  that 'knew  themfclvcs  guilty 
of  a  great  fin,  were  afraid  to  appear  in  pub¬ 
lic  ;  and  they  that  were  fallen  into  any  noto¬ 
rious  errors,  diirfl  not  fo  much  profane  the 
prayers  of  the  church,  as  to  prefent  thcmfelvcs 
there  with  the  reft  of  the  alTcmbly.  So  great 
was  the  dread  of  God’s  majefty  in  thofc  days, 
that  even  a  defperate  offender  was  afraid  to 
take  God’s  covenant  in  his  mouth,  while  he 
hated  to  be  reformed. 

Their  meeting  or  coming  together  to  pray, 
they  efteemed  a  thing  lo  facred,  that  no  frowns, 
no  thunders,  no  threatnings  of-  tyrants  could 
Qiakc  them  forbear  it  ;  and  bein<x  confeious  of 
their  innocence,  they  juflly  thought,  their  ene¬ 
mies  might  by  their  authority  forbid,  but  could 
Dot  with  any  colour  of  reafpn  prohibit  their 
aflcmblies.  This  xnaiJe  them  Hock  tp  their 
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oratories,  though  it  was  death  to  go  ;  and  pa¬ 
rents  with  their  children  would  run,  though 
the  next  news  they  were  like  to  hear,  was,  Chri- 
ftianosad  Leonos,  throw  thofedogs  to  the  lions. 
Though  they  were  ihrufl:  into  mines  and  prifons, 
yet  they  would  find  opportunities  to  pray,  and 
celebrate  the  communion  together  ;  for  fomc  of 
their  brethren  that  knew  of  their  diftrcfs,  flock¬ 
ed  to  them  ;  and  the  firft  thing  they  did  to¬ 
gether,  was  laying  force  on  heaven  with  their 
tears  and  prayers  ;  for  indeed  it  was  death  to 
them  not  to  join  with  their  fellow-chriftians  in 
fupplications,  and  ftrong  cries;  for  though  they 
were  very  diligent  in  this  duty  in  their  private 
houles,  yet  they  took  no  prayers  to  be  fo  weigh¬ 
ty  or  prevalent,  as  ihofc  that  were  offered  up 
in  company. 

(To  be  conclnded  in  our  next.) 


A  REMARKABLE  ACCOUNT  Of  THREE  JEWISH 

CHILDREN. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1713;  three  Jcwifli 
children  at  Berlin,  daughters  •f  Ifaac  Veit ; 
the  oldeff  about  twelve  and  the  youngeft  eight, 
came  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rollman,  Lutheran  mi- 
nifter  of  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary,  defiring  to 
fpcak  with  him.  Being  admitted,  the  oldcft 
thus  addrelTed  him :  “  Sir,  my  fillers  and  I 
come  to  requeft  your  inffru(flions,  and  to  beg 
Vol.  I.  E  3 


vovM'  protC-'UO!' 

^  I 


We  delire  to  embrace 
Chriiria:  i:y,  iha:  we  may  have  part  in  Jefui 
of  Nazart:'',  tliC  true  Methali,  who  died 
for  u>y  'as  well  as  for  ail  other  men  ;  wc 
‘‘  love  him  t;rdcni!y,  and  it  is  oulot  love  to 
ihc  crucihed  Fmmaniicl,  that  v\c  can  no 
“  loncrcr  confent  tv:)  he  with  our  carents/’  Mr. 
I'oilnijxa  wis  cx'cccJi furprized  at  this 
;’pcich:  hi:t  ccnccivinji  that  the  children  had 
n  e  t  \\  ith  Toinc  vexations  nt  home,  he  exhorted 
them  to  be  obedient  and  to  fubmit  to  their  pa¬ 
rents  :  but  they,  all  three,  went  down  upon 
their  knees,  bereeching  him  in  the  name  of 
icfus,  whom  they  loved  and  adored,  to  receive 
them  ;  proteAing  that  nothing  hi  the  world  had 
induced  them  to  leave  the  hotifc  of  their  pa¬ 
rents,  but  only  their  delirc  of  being  united  to 
the  I. Old  ;  and  declaring,  let  the  confcquencc 
be  what  it  wouKl,  that  they  were  determined 
rather  to  die,  that  to  forlake  Jefus.  Upon 
which  the  ir.iniAer  at  lad  took  them  into  his 
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The  parents,  after  a  long  fcarch  for  the 
children,  were  at  length  informed  of  their  being 
Mr.  Kollman’s,  and  haded  to  demand  them 
el  him.  Mr.  Rollman  tolil  them,  that  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
thiis  matter,  and  it  v' as  therefore  now  out  of  his 
power  to  give  up  the  children  againd  their  own 
w  ill,  till  he  fliould  receive  his  Majedy’s  com- 
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niands  on  that  hc3'l  ;  pioir.ifi.'ig  lioucvc'-, 
ro  tell  the  children  that  they  were  under  the 
];ing’s  protection.  1  icreupen  his  Iviai-Jly 
noniinated  a  comr.vlitcc  of  lour  ciergvnn-n, 
two  of  ihcm  Lutherans,  and  tlic  o-Vicr  two  re¬ 
formed,  ordering  them  to  exandne  the  allair 
as  minutely,  and  exailjy  as  {)oI]ii:*le,  ai:d  j.ar- 
licularly  to  delibeialc  oa  glic  following 


cuierv  : 

A 

^MVhether  one  could  in  v?u*ifeience,,  and 
v/ithoiit  violating  the  rights  of.  tlic  {^arenrs 
over  their  children,  receive  thofe  girls,  pl:u  c 
them  under  the  king’s  protection,  and  bring 
«^them  up  in  the.  Chriflian  faitli,  contrary  lo 

the  will  of  their  father  and  another.” 

The  commiflioners  then  had  tlie  children 
brought  before  them  by.  the  king’s  auikoriry, 
in  order  to  examine  them..  'J  he  lather  and 
mother  were  placed  ia  an  adjclaing  apartmciit 
where  they  could  hear  all  c  jr.  ^  a  e  io.ns  }iut  lo 
their  children,,  aswfll  as  their  anlvsers.  Jiach 
of  the  children  was  c.xamined.feparatcly,  and 
thcanf'.vcrs  of  all  were  unaninioully,  “  that  they 
would. not  return  to  their- f.ithcr’s  houfe,  I»uc 
would  become  chriftians  that  thev  miuht  be 
faved.”  They  knew  already  the  Lord’s  prayer, 

divers  texts  of  feripeure  from  the  new  le.Ha- 
ment,  fomc  Ipiritual  hymns,  and  the  like,  and 
the  yoiingeft  cou  Id  lay  the  ApoHlc’s  Creed  •’ 
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They  raid,  they  had  learned  all  this  of  Chrif- 
tian  children,  being  permitted  by  their  parents 
to  be  with  them,  and  even  fometimes  to  eat 
and  fleep  at  the  houfes  of  Chriftians,  They 
recited  all  they  had  learned  with  peculiar  dc- 
voutnefs,  declaring  they  were  refolved  to  live 
and  die  in  no  other  but  the  Chrillian  faith. 

V'arious  means  were  ufed  by  the  committee 
to  try  their  conftancy  and  fincerity.  The 
greateft  difHculties,  that  could  rcafonably.be 
forefeen,  were  mentioned  to  each  of  them 
apart  :  it  was  reprelented  to  them  on  the  one 
hand,  that  they  would  probably  be  defpifed  and 

forfaken  even  by  the  Chriliiang  themfclves,  and 
•would  be  obliged  to  earn  their  bread  with  much 
trouble  and  hard  working.  They  replied  to 
this,  that  they  were  refolved  to  work  their 
fingers  to  the  bones,  provided  they  could  have 
the  happinefs  of  being  the  children  of  God, 
and  heirs  of  eternal  falvation  ;  and  if  they  were 
cverfo  mifcrable  in  this  world,  they  were  fure 
that  a  better  /late  aw'aited  them  in  the  w'orld  to 
come. 

On  the  other  hand  they  were  told,  that  if 
they  would  (lay  among  the  Jews,  they  might 
live  comfortably,  and  even  in  affluence  ;and 
it  was  well  known  that  their  parents  had  got 
very  fine  clothes  made  for  them,  &c.  To 
which  they  anfwcrcd,  they  did  not  regard  that, 
nor  care  for  clothes  which  they  mull  leave  be- 
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hind  them  one  day ;  that  they  wanted  fomc- 
thing  heavenly,  and  defired  to  be  faved  :  But 
would  not  go  back  to  their  parents. 

After  the  examination,  the  father  and  mother 
were  called  in,  and  permitted  to  talk  to  their 
children  :  this  they  did,  as  may  cafily  be  ima¬ 
gined,  in  the  moll;  tender  and  nioving  man¬ 
ner,  falling  about  their  necks,  embracing  and 
kilun?  their  hands,  in  floods  of  tears.  The 
children  ;vcre  much  affeclcd,  and  Ihcd  many 
tears,  but  declared  conftantly,  they  would  be¬ 
come  Chriffians,  and  not  go  home  again.  The 
oldcft,  of  whom  the  mother  was  particularly 
fond,  was  mofl:  preffingly  entreated  by  her  to 
return  ;  but  flic  faid,  “  No  mother,  I  will 
“  not  come  back:  but  do  you  rather  become 
“  a  Chriftian  yourfelf.”  The  children  being 
wearied  vi'ith  the  entreaties  of  their  parents,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  hide  themfelvcs  by  running  to 
the  commiflioners,  who  on  their  fide,  puflicd 
them  away,  telling  them,  it  was  ill  done  of 
them  to  forfake  a  father  and  mother,  who  loved 
them  fo  tenderly,  and  who,  even  now’  had 
given  them  fuch  handfomc  prefents  ;  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  they  muft  exped  nothi.ng  but 
crolTes  and  hardfliips  among  the  Chriftians,  who 
would  perhaps  fcarccly  afford  them  a  morfel  of 
bread ;  in  a  word,  that  they  would  be  very 

mifcrable.  But  all  this  made  not  the  fmallefl: 
impreflion  upon  them. 

(To  be  concluded  in  oor  next.) 


SOLOMON’S  SONG 


JL  WAS  the  voice  of  my  Jefjs  that  fpike 
When  kindly  he  knock’d  at  iny  door  ; 

Tho’  aflcep,  yet  I  foon  di  1  awake. 

Lord  help  nac.  to  flumber  no  i.iorc. 

How  lovingly  did  he  entreat. 

Saying  open,  my  filler,  iny  dove. 

But  not  all  his  language  lo  I'wcct, 

My  frozen  afleclions  could 

Come  open  my  clove  undcfil’d. 

Thy  Saviour  v/hy  thus  doll  thou  (lig 
My  head  with  the  dew  is  all  fill’d, 

Mv  locks  w  ith  the  drops  of  the  nitrht 


move 


With  flupid  ingratitude  f. 

To  frame  my  cxcufes  began  ; 

My  coat  of  profcfllon  put  by. 

How  fliall  I  again  put  it  on. 

The  fcandal  of  Jefus’s  crofs, 

I  thought  it  my  neck  would  defile  -y. 

I  was  loth  the  world’s  favour  to  lofc. 
Which  lately  had  ceafed  to  revile. 

griev’d  to  the  fou 


;viy  bavtour  was 
But  jufi  as  about  to  depart. 

He  put  his  hand  in  through  the  hole 
And  put  back  the  lock  of  my  heart. 
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The  force  of  omnipotent  love, 

Tvlv  foul  (iho’  a  languifhing;  fclc  : 

My  bowels  began  for  to  move. 

My  frozen  aficcHons  to  melt. 

Tho’  late  fo  unwilling  to  flir, 

I  arofe  my  beloved  to  find  j 
And  found  my  hands  drop  with  the  myrrh 
W  hich  he  on  the  lock  left  behind. 

I  openedj  but  oh  !  he  was  gone, 

I  fainted  with  forrow  and  fliame ; 

My  curfed  lukewannnefs  I  own. 

There’s  none  but  myfclf  that  I  blame. 

M  y  confcience  it  wounds  to  refled:. 
How  lovingly  jefus  did  fpeak  ; 

I  treated  his  love  with  negled. 

Oh  Lord  how  my  bofom  does  ache 

I  called  but  he  anfwcrcd  me  not, 

I  mourn,  and  moll  jufily  I  may  : 

Me  alfo  the  watchmen  have  fmote. 

My  veil  they  have  taken  away. 

Young  converts  take  warning  by  me. 
Of  Ipiritual  floth  to  beware. 

And  O  when  my  Jefus  you  fee, 

Kcmcmbcr  my  cafe  in  your  prayer. 

Methinks  while  my  flory  I  tell. 

And  I  mention  my  Jefus’s  name  ; 
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My  bofom  begins  for  to  fwel!. 

And  kindles  my  love  to  a  dame. 

There  is  fbmething  within  that  forebode*. 
My  Jefus  will  lee  me  again  ; 

His  chariot  I  hear  by  the  road. 

Return  blclTed  Jefus.  Amen. 


PIOPE  IN  THE  LORD. 

ALLcH.g.o...,„uca„«dirpe,, 
All  the  darts  of  Satan  quell. 

Counlel  me,  .  moll  holv  I.ord  ! 

Teach  me  thy  unerring  word  ; 

Thyd  ircCling  fpirit  fend. 

Thou  !  my  faviour  and  my  friend  ! 
Breathe  thine  iiiHuence  divine 
On  this  rebel  heart  of  mine  ; 

Every  wilh  and  thought  remove 
favouring  not  of  heave-nly  love. 

— Child  of  Adam,,  heir  of  lin. 

Frail,  unholy,  and  unclean. 

Is  their  ought  of  good  in  me. 

Lord,  it  all  belongs  to  thee. 

All  that  man  with  erring  eye. 

Thinks  he  can  in  me  dclcry. 

Thou  in  every  truth  fupply  : 

Realize  the  partial  praife. 

Righteous  Lord  !  thine  honour  raife  ; 
Give  me  what  thou  canll  approve. 
Make  me  all  that  thou  canft  love. 


